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Jamie Adam

Citizen Staff Reporter

Santa has left his sleigh and

reindeer at the North Pole and

made his grand entrance to

Windsor by helicopter.

Santa arrived around noon

Nov. 18 and went around the

crowd to shake hands before

entering Devonshire Mall to

take photos with children. The

Windsor Optimist Youth Band

was there to entertain the

crowd of roughly 1,000 people

young and old alike.  

Clarol the Clown was there

to help keep the children in

line entertained.

“This is one of the most pop-

ular days at the mall and this is

one of the most busiest days

and one of the days where,

over the many years that I’ve

been doing this, we’ve had the

most children ever.  But not

because of me, because of

Santa,” said Clarol.  “And

maybe me too, I don’t know,”

she said with a laugh.

Santa’s arrival was the offi-

cial start of the holiday season

but some people already have

a head start on their Christmas

shopping.

Santa poses with a child for a photo Nov. 18, his first day at Devonshire Mall.

Santa's arrival marks beginning of holiday shopping

Chris Mailloux

Citizen Staff Reporter

A local man has become a

real life superhero to help the

homeless and others in need.

For the past year the

Crimson Canuck has been

patrolling the streets of

Windsor trying to help out the

homeless and get the rest of

the community involved. The

Crimson Canuck was born in

October 2011 after he spent

some time researching other

real life heroes on the internet

and deciding to become more

active in the community. The

Crimson Canuck’s identity is a

secret. Only his family knows

who he is and some of his co-

workers who have figured it

out.

“By now people have fig-

ured out I’m just a regular guy

going around in costume

doing good deeds,” said

Crimson Canuck. “But before

the media attention and every-

thing, nobody knew what I

was really doing and it was

funny seeing all the mixed

reactions and the looks I got.”

Crimson Canuck said he

found inspiration from comics

and geek culture. He also said

he found some inspiration

from Captain Canuck because

he is the embodiment of

everything Canadian. Crimson

Canuck said the original pur-

pose of creating this identity

was to be more active in the

community, to create inspira-

tion and to be a symbol of

hope.

“I try to be as natural as pos

Local superhero works to improve community

“I started last year on boxing

day,” said Kim Ladoceur,

mother of three. “I buy stuff

like board games, hats, coats.

Stuff that I know won’t get

outdated.”

Ladoceur said she is willing

to spend up to $500 more this

year on Christmas presents

because her children are older

and want the latest gadgets.

Santa said Easy Bake Ovens
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and video games are always

popular requests among chil-

dren.  He said girls tend to

gravitate toward dolls and

accessories while boys lean

more slightly toward technol-

ogy.  Some requests are little

more unusual though, he said,

like when he received a

request for a pet snail a couple

of seasons ago.

But jolly ol’ Saint Nick said

it’s not him or the presents that

are the most important things

about the holidays.

“One of the most important

things is the hope that we have

peace on earth and also to be

good,” said Claus.  “But the

number one thing for me is let-

ting kids know they’re loved.

Devonshire Mall has adjust-

ed its hours for the months of

November and December to

accommodate for holiday

shopping. A list of hours can

be found online at

www.devonshiremall.com.

Santa’s hours are posted as

well.    

Santa’s Magical Village is

set up in front of The Bay and

he’s offering a free video and

photo experience until

Christmas Eve.

Crimson Canuck gets ready to patrol the streets of Windsor to

help the homeless Nov. 19.
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Alice Hewitt

Citizen Staff Reporter

Only a couple of desk

phones and a number of

labeled chairs identified the

empty second floor space of

the former Windsor Star

newsroom.

The only daily newspaper in

Windsor and Essex County,

the Star moved to its new

location at the corner of

Ouellette Avenue and

University Avenue Nov 19.

Construction began when the

Palace Cinemas closed Jan. 8

to prepare for the Star’s

arrival.

Karen Hall, one of the

A phone in the newsroom of the Windsor Star building on the

corner of Ferry and Pitt Street Nov. 16. 

Windsor Star 
relocates

Mandy Matthews

Citizen Staff Reporter

The cancellation of

extracurricular activities due

to Bill 115 has caused mixed

feelings among some

Windsor teachers and stu-

dents.

Elementary Teachers’

Federation of Ontario presi-

dent Sam Hammond has

urged 76,000 members to not

participate in after school

activities such as coaching

teams or volunteering to lead

clubs. Stephan Lewis

Secondary School in

Vaughan, Ont. cancelled fall

sports at the organizing teach-

ers' discretion. Windsor stu-

dents have not experienced a

full cancellation yet.

David Collins, a Grade 9

student at Tecumseh Vista

Academy, said he hopes to

receive an athletic scholar-

ship to a university. He said

sports are important to him

because he puts a lot of time

and effort into them.

“I strive to be successful,”

Collins said. “Having a posi-

tive mental attitude can make

all of the difference in any-

thing you do.”

Retired teacher and coach

from D. M. Eagle Public

Elementary School Marty

Denonville said coaching has 

The Tecumseh Vista Academy Grade 9 midget boys cross country team led the five kilometre race

to finish first at Malden Park Oct. 18. 

Teachers urged not to participate
in after school activities
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Star’s long active columnists,

has been with the Star for 36

years. Hall said she wanted to

be the last one to turn out the

lights because of her seniori-

ty.

“I’m not going to miss this

building as much as everyone

thinks I’m going to miss this

building,” said Hall. “There

were many years ago that I

wished we would never leave

but I realized we cannot live

with asbestos, ceiling tiles

falling in, toilets that don’t

flush and big old empty

spaces.”

The Windsor Star had oper-

ated from the corner of Ferry

Street and Pitt Street for 85

years. The building has

changed over the decades but

it still retains some of its

original qualities such as the

green wall lights that indicat-

empty for long. On Dec. 1 its

new owner will be the

University of Windsor which

plans to turn it into the

School of Social Work. This

is part of an initiative to bring

more students into the down-

town core.
Windsor Star reporter Craig

Pearson has been with the
paper for 22 years. He said
leaving the building was bit-
ter-sweet.

“I’ve had great memories of
working in this place and I
think there’s been a lot of
great journalism going on
and that’s why it’s a little sad
to see this going,” said
Pearson. “But hey, on to big-
ger and better things.”

Until its new tenants take

control, the building remains

as a testament to 85 years of

hard-hitting journalism.

ed when the presses were

running in the basement.

The Star’s metro editor

Roseann Danese has been

with the paper for 30 years

and she said she has many

fond memories of the build-

ing.

“For one thing, the memo-

ries involve the people here

so it’s not so much the build-

ing but it’s all the people who

passed through over the

years,” said Danese. “It’s a

lot of wonderful people and

very talented journalists and

photographers and ad people.

So I’ll probably miss the peo-

ple the most.”

The building won’t be
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Aussie Marie Vizcayno

Citizen Staff Reporter

Members of the Salvation

Army and the Rotary Club of

Windsor 1918 are asking the

community to become

involved in promoting aware-

ness about poverty.

The Salvation Army held its

annual advisory board lunch-

eon at the Caboto Club Nov.

19 in partnership with the

Rotary Club of 1918 to high-

light the work of the organiza-

tion over the years. The lunch-

eon included guest speaker

Commissioner Christine

Macmillan, retired interna-

tional director of social justice

for the Salvation Army.

Public relations officer for

the Salvation Army Perron

Goodyear said the organiza-

tion has been partnering with

the Rotary Club for over 20

years to ensure the event is

successful. Goodyear said the

overall goal of the event is to

raise awareness about poverty,

to get the community to be

more involved and launch the

annual Christmas Kettle

Campaign.

“The event is a great kick off

for the Kettle Campaign and

this year we are looking to

have 18 kettles all throughout

Windsor,” said Goodyear.

He also said their goal for

this year’s kettle campaign is

$250,000, up from the 2011

goal of $240,000.

“We have seen the need to go

up throughout the year by 25

per cent so with the needs con-

tinually going up that also

means our goals for the kettle

campaign every year should

also go up,” Goodyear said.

The event gets bigger and

better every year, Goodyear

said.

“We have a full house this

year compared to last year,”

said Goodyear.

Tickets purchased to this

year’s even raised approxi-

mately $3,000.

“We hope to continue to get

bigger every year to continue

to increase the awareness of

the event to make more people

aware of the services of the

Salvation Army,” said

Goodyear.

President of the Rotary Club

of Windsor Kay Curtis said

the event is about partnership-

with Salvation Army in serv

seRVICe Page 5

The Salvation Army continues
to serve those in need
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Mani Melnick poses in front of shelves of china during the liq-

uidation sale at Shanfields Meyers Jewelry and China Shop,

Nov. 21. 

Shanfields-Meyers ending
its long tradition

Photo by Taylor Desjardins

Taylor Desjardins

Citizen Staff Reporter

A local 63 year old china and

jewelry business will be clos-

ing soon.

Shanfields-Meyers Jewellery

& China Shop in Windsor has

been at the same location for

over 40 years and is closing

because of the shop’s finances.

Mani Melnick said he was

not too fond of the business

but does not disregard its long,

successful history.

“I’m not in love with it but I

remember coming here when I

was first married and in those

days it was very, very busy,”

said Melnick.

The china shop has not had

many customers in the last

few years and he says it is

because of the economy and

lack of American shoppers.

“The U.S. dollar was much

stronger than the Canadian

dollar, so the Americans were

flocking here in droves,” said

Melnick. “The economy is not

like what it used to be in the

olden days, the economy was

always made teaching more

enjoyable. However, he also

said the way the government

has treated teachers is wrong

and he would have stopped

all of his volunteer activities.

“It has caused much dis-

sension among teachers, stu-

dents and parents,”

Denonville said. “If sports

are cancelled most would be

disappointed, but in the end

would do their best to enjoy

the educational opportunities

they have.”

Denonville said students

will support the teachers if

the cancellation of extracur-

ricular activities continues.

Collins said teachers and

coaches have an impact on

all of his sports because they

encourage him to push him-

self and his confidence

shows in the classroom.

“In cross country, I found

that it really teaches you how

to take the sport one goal at a

time because those little

goals, such as trying to catch

that one person in front of

you, leads to overall goals,”

said Collins. “That's what

enables me to focus in the

classroom.”

Warren Kennedy, the direc-

tor of education at the

Greater Essex County

District School Board said he

was unsure of the impact on

students caused by with-

drawing extracurricular

activities. He said he hopes

all parties would keep the

best interest of the students

in mind.

Collins said coaches and

teachers taught him to stick

together, keep a good pace

and work hard and he appre-

ciates their efforts.

“Without coaches telling

me how to improve and what

mistakes I made I would not

be able to improve to the

next level.” 

better. Now the economy is

not as good, so it’s hard.”

Jean Gut, a customer who

has been coming to the store

periodically over the past 40

years said times have changed

and people aren’t the same as

they used to be.

“I’m here for old times’

sake,” said Gut. “I’m sorry to

see it closing but because

times have changed and my

kids don’t want what I thought

was beautiful. People want

stuff that you don’t have to

worry about breaking, and if it

breaks, you can replace. But

this stuff, if it breaks, you can’t

replace it.”

Melnick said they would

stay open if they were able to

make more money like in the

past.

“If people started coming

again, like in the old days,”

said Melnick.

In an attempt to sell all the

merchandise, they are offering

to lower the price by taking off

70 to 90 per cent off the retail

price. Melnick estimates the

value of all the products in the

store would be around $5 mil-

lion to $6 million and the

number of products left is esti-

mated at around 300,000

items.

The store is set to officially

close by Dec. 31.

sible and as approachable as

possible,” said Crimson

Canuck. “Just the fact that I

wear a mask gets people to

ask what I’m doing and think

if some crazy guy in a mask

can do this then why can’t I?”

Rogues Gallery Comics has

become a drop off point for

the Crimson Canuck. Store

owner Shawn Cousineau

accepts donations and

Crimson Canuck picks them

up whenever he gets a

chance.

“Because he is so in the

media right now, I’d say once

every other day we’re getting

something dropped off,” said

Cousineau.

He said his favorite part

about working with Crimson

Canuck is seeing the good-

ness in people. Cousineau

previously worked in a bar

before he opened Rouges. 

“Working in a bar you tend

to see the not-so-nice side of

people,” said Cousineau.

The Crimson Canuck is

scheduled to appear at A

Merry Comic Book

Christmas Con! next month

and is also working with Tony

Gray of Legacy Comics

Publishing to make exclusive

artwork for him to sell.

Proceeds will be donated to

the Centraide of Windsor-

Essex County.

“In 2013, I’m going to make

my focus on any charities that

focus on helping children,”

said Crimson Canuck.

“Basically any charity that

primarily focuses on kids is

what I want to be involved

with next year.”
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Sandee Nho

Citizen Staff Reporter

Students at the University of

Windsor are working to

improve the awareness of

local charitable organizations

by enrolling in the

Management and

Organizational Life program.

The program gives students

the opportunity to help raise

awareness in their communi-

ty. As an assignment students

are required to hold a

fundraising event with a local

charitable organization. Kyle

Lenarduzzi and Michael Tran

organized an event at Super

Bowl Lanes with the United

Way of Windsor and Essex

County.

“We chose this charity so

it’s close to our values and

what we believe in,” said

Tran. “We believe in a charity

that helps out families and

local communities so we

decided to choose the United

Way.”

Other organizations students

in the program are teaming up

with include Computers for

Kids and the Windsor/Essex

County Humane Society.

Electronic waste disposal,

comedy shows and club

nights are some of the other

events students are holding

throughout the community.

Lenarduzzi said there needs to

be more awareness about

local charitable organizations.

“There’s so many charities

in Windsor that deserve so

much support for doing amaz-

ing charitable work within

Windsor,” said Lenarduzzi.

“There are a lot of organiza-

tions for education and espe-

cially underprivileged fami-

lies in Windsor and there def-

initely needs to be more

awareness of them. That’s a

huge thing we need to address

in Windsor to make a better

community.”

The bowling event organ-

ized by Lenarduzzi’s group

raised $400. There will be

silent auctions at the universi-

ty to help raise more money

for the United Way. Many

events around the community

organized by the students

enrolled in the program will

be open to the public.

University students

creating awareness

Dharitri Shah, left, Michael Tran and Kyle Lenarduzzi greet

bowlers to their United Way fundraiser at Super Bowl Lanes

Nov. 10. 

Photo by Sandee Nho
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Maureen Mariampillai

Citizen Staff Reporter

The City of Windsor will not

fine business owners who fail

to remove graffiti from their

buildings.

One city official said the

decrease in graffiti appearing

on buildings in the city can be

credited to not being “heavy-

handed” in their anti-graffiti

strategy.

According to an

Orangeville.com article that

city’s proposed anti-graffiti

bylaw, if approved as drafted

by the vandalism committee,

would fine property owners

between $400 and $100,000 if

they fail to comply with an

order to clean up within 48

hours.

“I think the measure where

you would heavily fine busi-

nesses who don’t remove graf-

fiti in an expeditious fashion

would be heavy handed,” said

Ward 4 Coun. Alan Halberstat.

“Basically businesses are the

victims of the graffiti too. To

me that would be punishing

them severely.”

Halberstadt said the City of

Windsor provides funding of

approximately $40,000 to

$50,000 to support the Wipe 

City official says a ‘heavy handed’
anti-graffiti strategy is not fair

Graffiti in a Chatham Street alleyway Nov. 23. 
Photo by Maureen Mariampillai

Jessica Brisebois

Citizen Staff Reporter

Windsor firefighters and vol-

unteers served cups of chili to

support the less fortunate at

Windsor’s annual Chilifest.

Chilifest 2012 was held for

the first time in the Canadian

Club Room at the St. Clair

Centre for the Arts. Over 700

people attended the event with

proceeds going towards the

Windsor Goodfellows which

helps individuals who are

experiencing financial diffi-

culties.

According to the Pathway to

Potential’s website, one in 10

people in Windsor and Essex

County are currently living in

poverty with one in six being

children or youth. Pathway to

Potential is an organization

that works to raise awareness

about poverty by advocating

and supporting groups and

organizations engaged in

reducing poverty in the com-

munity.

Chilifest organizer Bridget

Ckippett said over 45 different

chilies were available to sam-

ple courtesy of restaurants

from the Windsor and Essex

County area.

“We were at the Armories

the last few years and we’ve

moved here, and the turnout is

amazing,” said Ckippett.

Attendees were encouraged to

bring a can donation.

According to Ckippett, 200

cans were collected at the

event and donated to Windsor

Goodfellows.

For some, attending Chilifest

has become a tradition.

Windsorite Marie Vanski sam-

pled almost all of the chili

varieties and said some are

better than others.

“We must add little more

ingredients to the chili,” said

Vanski.

Celebrating over 100 years

of community service, the

Goodfellows have helped feed

more than 55,000 people.

Established in 1910, some of

the club’s efforts include a

year-round food bank and

Christmas food distribution.

Colleen Renaud has been the

general manager of Good fel-

lows for 40 years. She said

this is the first time they were

approached to be the charity

of choice for Chilifest 2012.

The club is comprised of 600

volunteers and one paid

employee, according to

Renaud. She said for every

dollar donated to the club, 83

cents is spent on aid for the

needy

“It’s amazing how many

people need the basic essen-

tials we take for granted,” said

Renaud.

The Motor City Community

Credit Union has been spon-

soring the event for five years.

Marketing and community

relations manager at Motor

City Becky Langlois said it’s

important to give back to the

community.

“It’s a great venue, there’s

tons of people and any kind of

chili you could ever imagine is

here,” said Langlois.

Chilifest 2012 raised $3,500

which will be donated to the

Windsor Goodfellows,

according to Ckippett. In addi-

tion to canned goods, the food

baskets also include cash gift

certificates to Metro and Food

Basics: Families with one to

two members will receive $20,

three to six $35, and six mem-

bers and over $70.

Goodfellows will be accepting

recipient names for the food

baskets until Dec.11. Canned

good donations will be includ-

ed in the basket if received by

Dec. 12.

Motor City Community Credit Union Marketing and Relations

Manager Becky Langlois serves a cup of chili at Chilifest 2012

in the St. Clair Centre for the Arts Nov.14.

Photo by Jessica Brisebois

The heat was on 
at Chilifest
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Ashley Godin

Citizen Staff Reporter

Emerald Seas has captured

the 2012 St. Clair College

Battle of the Bands title.

The annual event taking

place at The Hanger gives

local acts a chance to repre-

sent their school in a

province-wide competition

held at Brock University.

Bands that wished to com-

pete were required to submit

a sample of their music to the

Student Representative

Bands battle it out at St. Clair

Emerald Seas vocalist Samantha Breault performs  Nov. 20 dur-

ing St. Clair College’s Battle of the Bands. 

Photo by Ashley Godin

Council. The SRC then

selected seven bands to per-

form in front of a panel of

four judges. Mandala

McCarthy, talent acquisition

specialist at Polaris

Recording Studios and Dave

Nisbit from local band

Falling With Glory were

among those on the judging

panel.

Internal vice president of

the SRC Kate Isley said

shows are all about exposure

and are great practice for new

bands.

“Live music is something

that is really close to my

heart. I’ve played music all

my life so when I started out

here we did a lot of pub

events but I wanted to

increase the live music scene

that we have in our school,”

said Isley. “Windsor has such

a rich culture for music so I

just wanted to incorporate

that.”

Band genres varied from

melodic hardcore to pop rock

and funk. Each act was given 

BaNDs Page 10



Sean Previl

Citizen Staff Reporter

A local charity is raising

money through their annual

holiday newspaper drive.

Goodfellows Windsor start-

ed their annual Christmas

newspaper drive Nov. 22 with

more than 500 volunteers

passing out The Windsor Star

Goodfellows Edition to

motorists throughout the city

in exchange for donations.

“We make sure everybody

gets something over the holi-

days,” said volunteer Nester

Chyz. “Plus they’ve become a

year round organization now

with their shoes and their coat

drives. They’re doing a good

job in the community.”

Chyz has been working with

Goodfellows since the 1980s

and contributes four hours per

day during the paper drive, but

said there are others who stay

on the streets longer.

“The other guys are out here

for a lot longer, depends on the

individuals,” said Chyz.

“They decide what they’re

going to do.”

Goodfellows was estab-

lished in Windsor in 1910 and

started the paper drive in

1914.

“They were old newspaper

men and they used to sell

newspapers on the corners,”

said Gilbert Barichello, presi-

dent of Goodfellows Windsor.

“They got together, they saw

there was a need for kids, no

kids left behind and they start-

ed selling newspapers and col-

lected money to buy

Christmas gifts.”

Barichello said the organiza-

tion has been around for 102

years and is supported by

donations from the Windsor

community by mail and the

newspaper drive.

“It’s all been through the

generosity by individuals of

the community or small

groups that have done

fundraising for us,” said

Barichello.

Barichello said St. Clair

College is one such group

that helped raise $50,000 in

2010 when the newspaper

drive did not reach its goal.

Their goal this year is to raise

$250,000 which supplements

half of the income for the

organization.

“Without the Star I don’t

think we’d be where we are

today, to be able to help as

many people as we do,” said

Barichello.

Barichello said he’s expect-

ing Goodfellows will help at

least 6,000 people with

Christmas baskets this year.

Chyz said people can help by

donating to Goodfellows or

help pack boxes at the office

located at 401 Park St. W.

Goodfellows
paper drive in full

swing

Nester Chyz, right, hands a driver a copy of The Windsor Star

Goodfellows Edition at Ouellette Avenue and Park Street West

Nov. 22. 

Photo by Sean Previl
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ice to the community.

“Most of us go on in life

everyday and some people

give and some people don’t.

So it’s kind of like at the end

of the year we have something

to always be grateful for and

show appreciation for our own

luck,” said Curtis. “This is a

good way to give back and

help support our community.”

Macmillan said poverty is

everywhere and justice is what

people need.

“I want us as a community

not just to cover up the good

deeds but to create transfor-

mation or change from the

grass roots deep down from

where injustice starts,” said

Macmillan.

She said during her speech

she hopes people realize poor

people have names, stories

and dreams.

“They are not the objects of

our charity,” Macmillan said.

“The community should be

aware they are people like you

and I that will come across dif-

ficult times and their dream is

not to receive more charity but

to participate in the society.”

Macmillan said the Salvation

Army and the Rotary Club

continue to reach out to the

community.

“I hope their examples chal-

lenge our society to be not just

giving about resources like

food or clothing but to open

their eyes and ears to find

ways in their vocations and

neighbourhood to change

those situations in our society

that keep people down,” said

Macmillan.

Curtis said she wants to see

the event to grow bigger and

better in the future.

“I would like to see the com-

munity to come in more and

hope that it will inspire mem-

bers to give back whether it be

for the kettle campaign or

other campaign where people

can get more involved,” said

Curtis.

Ward 8 Coun. Bill Marra

said the Salvation Army’s mis-

sion over the years is to “share

the love of Jesus Christ, meet

human needs and be a trans-

forming influence in the com-

munities of our world” and

they continue to raise aware-

ness in different ways.

“Certainly we can say in

Windsor and Essex County,

the Salvation Army does that

on a daily basis.”
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St. Clair College’s Student
Representative Council has
been selling newspapers to
raise money for Windsor
Goodfellows annual newspa-
per drive.

SRC occupied two street
corners Nov. 22 and 23 col-
lecting change in exchange for
a special edition of The
Windsor Star. All proceeds
help support the Goodfellows
Christmas drive for local fam-
ilies.

Board members, directors
and volunteers stood outside
the college’s South Campus
and the new TD Student
Success Centre downtown
collecting donations.

SRC president Keri Bagley

said after one day of selling
newspapers she believes they
have raised over $1,000 for
Goodfellows.

“The Student Representative
Council at St. Clair takes pride
in our city and we constantly
strive to have a positive
impact within our community.
We are eager to take on initia-
tives such as this because it
allows us to give back to the
community and allows us to
represent students in a positive
manner. We are also hoping to
raise awareness for the local
charity and the importance of
this initiative,” Bagley said.

The SRC did not set a mon-
etary goal but said they
believe the second location
will help them raise more
funds for the cause.

St. Clair helps
Goodfellows

St. Clair College students, Elle, left, and Sarah sell newspapers

in Nov. 22 in front of the TD Student Success Centre in down-

town Windsor, raising money for Windsor Goodfellows. 

Photo by Ashley White
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University of Windsor stu-

dents are feeling uncomfort-

able about the condition of the

Ambassador Bridge.

The 83-year-old bridge is

starting to show its age, with

several holes in the concrete

driving deck, exposing debris

and precipitation.

The bridge is privately

owned by billionaire Matty

Maroon, and his unwilling-

ness to fix the bridge has

University of Students like

Justin Coth worried about the

bridge’s safety.

“It seems like the bridge is

just in total disrepair,” said

Coth. “They don’t keep it in

the good conditions you

would expect for an interna-

tional crossing.”

Wooden barriers were

installed to stop some of the

fallen concrete but some holes

remain uncovered. The worst

of the uncovered portions are

directly above the student and

staff parking lots.

“I’m constantly afraid some-

thing is going to collapse,”

said Coth. “Something bad is

going to happen. I don’t park

there anymore for that rea-

son.”

Ambassador Bridge
in poor condition
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A carnival of consumerism,

Black Friday offers great dis-

counts to attract shoppers.

The day after American

Thanksgiving marks the offi-

cial beginning of Christmas

holiday shopping and offers

significant discounts to entice

consumers to begin the shop-

ping frenzy. With a record-

breaking number of shoppers,

nearly 247 million in all,

searching for discounts in the

U.S. Black Friday can be the

highest sales day of the year

for many retailers, according

to the U.S. National Retail

Federation.

It’s not an official holiday

but many agree it may as well

be, according to an unscientif-

ic Twitter poll posted by

@Chr i s tmasCoun tdown .

Coupon clippers and bargain

hunters line up in the cold and

dark –usually accompanied by

chairs, sleeping bags, coffee

and a few friends – hoping to

score door-buster giveaways

and a truckload of consumer

goods. According to Google

Trends, fanatic shoppers have

been camped outside a Best

Buy in California since Nov.

22 – 11 days before doors

opened for Black Friday.

While most stores open at

midnight, some corporations

such as Target, Walmart and

Macy’s opened their doors late

Thursday to capture a larger

crowd.

By Friday morning shoppers

like Chris Johnson of Clinton,

Mich. had already made multi-

ple purchases.

“I wanted to get out early to

get the best deals,” said

Johnson, 19. “I started at the

stores that opened earlier than

midnight, like Target, and then

made my way to the mall for

some deals on clothes. There

were already so many people

in line and I noticed a lot of

them were in their teens and

twenties.”

Johnson said he left his fam-

ily during Thanksgiving din-

ner to take advantage of the

deals.

“You got to do what you got

to do,” Johnson said. “I

bought two 40 inch televi-

sions, Xbox Kinect, some

video games, a couple new

outfits and some Christmas

presents for my family.

Overall I’d say I spent about

$700 and it was all worth it.”

Many Canadian cities

embraced the holiday in

Shoppers line up outside Target Corp. Nov. 23 in Ann Arbor to

take advantage of the Black Friday discounts. 

Black Friday breaks record

attempt to keep shoppers from

travelling across the border.

Despite their efforts, many

chose to travel to the U.S.

staying overnight to experi-

ence the extreme price cuts.

Windsorite Brittany Bay, 23,

said she had a great yet stress-

ful time shopping at

Briarwood Mall in Ann Arbor.

“The lines were ridiculous,”

Bay said. “The mall was

absolutely packed and you

could barely walk without

knocking shoulders with other

people. I waited in line for

about an hour to buy clothes

and wanted to go in a few

other stores but the lines

looked way too long.”

Bay said the line at

Victoria’s Secret was approxi-

mately three hours long.

“It was my first time going

Black Friday shopping and

even though I had fun with my

friends I wouldn’t go again

unless I needed major elec-

tronic products. That’s the

only thing you’re really going

to get good deals on,” Bay

said. “I really feel bad for the

people that have to work.

They probably have the worst

time ever.”

In 2010, 212 million shop-

pers across the U.S. spent

US$39 billion for an average

spending amount of $365.34

per person. This year people

spent an average of $398 each,

according to Belle News, an

Illinois newspaper. This year

shoppers spent an average of

$423 and $59.1 billion cumu-

latively, according to the U.S.

National Retail Federation.

Self-proclaimed Black

Friday fanatic, James Brown,

34, said he has been research-

ing the best deals for almost

two months. The Ann Arbor

resident cut out almost 75

coupons from local newspa-

pers for items he was antici-

pating purchasing.

“I’ve been Black Friday

shopping since I was 16 and

I’ve always loved it. I’ve got-

ten really good at it because I

map out my route and only

buy the best deals,” Brown

said. “I spend about $400

every year on this date, buying

all of my Christmas presents.”

Brown said he will shop only

alone because it’s too hard to

keep track of others while

dealing with the massive

crowds. He also said he will

only shop at large department

stores near his house.

“It’s like a war zone – every-

one for themselves,” Brown

said. “You have to be smart

about this because people are

crazy and will literally do any-

thing for what they want. I’ve

seen it all: scratching, climb-

ing on top of people, fights,

biting … you name it I’ve seen

it.”

Black Friday can be argued

as an essential one-day eco-

nomic stimulus plan, often

creating many temporary jobs.

Retailers use commercials,

social media, tax breaks and

other methods to draw con-

sumers to spend millions of

dollars to circulate through the

U.S economy.

Although sales broke records

this year, people were more

conscious of how they were

spending. According to the

U.S. National Retail

Federation, two-thirds of con-

sumers used cash or debit

instead of credit.

To lure shoppers who may

try to avoid the hectic holiday,

many retailers extend their

discounts to a weekend affair.

Cyber Monday will follow on

Nov. 26 to continue the kick-

off to the holiday shopping

season.

Photo by Melissa Iarusso
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Land owners who will be

affected by the construction of

four-lane highways near their

properties say they are not

interested in losing their front

yard to traffic.

At the second of two public

information centres held at the

Windsor Christian Fellowship

church, officials and land

owners reviewed plans for the

expansion of Lauzon Parkway

and County Road 42. Land

owners were sent a notifica-

tion by mail to be in atten-

dance if they wished to share

their comments, feedback or

concerns relating to the proj-

ect. The plans include the

widening of County Road 42

from two lanes to four, the

extension of Lauzon Parkway

between E.C. Row

Expressway and Highway 401

and a further extension of

Highway 3.

A resident of County Road

42 for 36 years, Linda

Grondin owns eight acres of

property that will be affected

by the project.

“Who is going to say what is

too close?” said Grondin with

a disapproving look. “What,

am I going to have cars right

outside my door?”

Senior project engineer

Rakesh Shreewastav was

assigned to the project by the

Ministry of Transportation in

2010. He said members of the

project from the Ontario

Ministry of Transportation,

City of Windsor, County of

Essex and other consultants

were pleased with the number

of people attending the infor-

mation meeting.

“Today we have a layout in

the plans clearly showing

where the road expansion is

going to go and they can see

how much property impact

they are facing now,” said

Shreewastav. “There will be

some adjustment after we hear

from their comments and con-

cerns but at this time they will

be able to identify the poten-

tial property impact for the

project.”

Shreewastav said the plan-

ning and environmental

assessment study will be com-

pleted in Spring 2013. He said

the plans also include the

future demands in 20 years.

No commitment or timelines

on further steps of the project

will be decided until the envi-

ronmental assessment has

been completed, according to

the senior project engineer.

The Government of Ontario

announced the environmental

assessment and preliminary

design of improvements to

Lauzon Parkway April 9, 2010

as an initiative created to

improve the Windsor-Detroit

Gateway.

East-West arterial maps and

posters of the preferred plan.

were displayed. Members of

the project team were avail-

able to discuss the project.

Executive director of

Windsor Christian Fellowship,

Brenda Harrison, said she is

concerned about how visitors

will access the property.

“There are too many things

obstructing in the way,” said

Harrison.

He said she noticed the

women’s addiction facility

and children’s soccer field

were not included in the plans

on the east to west arterial

map.

“I have spoken to a few

property owners who live

there and we will make sure if

something is missing that it is

there before we finalize the

plan,” said Shreewastav.

Anna Perla’s house on

County Road 52 is 75 feet

away from the road. She said

she uses the 10-15 feet of her

driveway to turn around and

back out of her driveway. She

said she worries about the

safety of her small children.

“I don’t think anyone under-

stands what it will be like liv-

ing on a four lane highway,”

said Perla. “That’s too much.”

The public will have the

opportunity to share com-

ments online at www.lauzon-

parkwayea.ca until Nov. 16

and during a 30-day review

period in 2013.

“Now it’s the time to give

our opinion and then it will be

documented to take my land

from me,” said Grondin. “You

can’t stop the government

from doing what they’re

doing, that’s the sad part.”

Expansion of  Lauzon

Parkway and County

Road 42 reviewed
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Windsor and Essex County

Secondary Schools Athletic

Association boys’ hockey

started Nov. 21 at Aide Knox

Arena when the home team

Assumption Purple Raiders

faced off against the visiting

Tecumseh Vista Vortex.

Both teams looked ready to

compete after the opening

face-off but Assumption

quickly took a commanding

lead scoring four unanswered

goals in the first period.

Tecumseh Vista scored its

first goal with 7:36 left in the

first period cutting the

Raider's lead to three.

Assumption team captain

Garrick Loewen scored two

goals and two assists making

him the game's top scorer. He

said their strategy was to

improve on their previous tac-

tics since exhibition play.

"We haven't had many shots

in our exhibition games so we

wanted to just increase our

shots on net, work on our tac-

tics, dump and chase stuff like

that," said Loewin.

Raiders settle Vortex 
in season opener

The Purple Raiders contin-

ued their dominating play

throughout the second and

third periods. The Vortex

scored once more before the

Raiders scored eight unan-

swered goals to end the game

12-2.

Play turned physical midway

through the second period and

continued into the third with

Assumption racking up six

penalties and Tecumseh Vista

getting 10 of their own. The

Purple Raiders would capital-

ize going 3-for-10 on the

power play with the Vortex

going 0-for-6.

Tecumseh Vista head coach

Kyle Pearce said the young

team is still trying to form as a

unit.

"We've been on the ice for

about two weeks with two

exhibition games and four try-

outs. It's been quick coming

and it's nice to see that we do

have a team to move forward

in our first year in a WEC-

SSAA league," said Pearce.

WECSSAA boys hockey

will continue into the New

Year ending on Feb. 14 with

the St. Joseph's Laser hosting

Tecumseh Vista at the

Windsor Family Credit Union

Centre. Schedules can be

found on the WECSSAA web-

site at www.wecssaa.com.

The Assumption Purple Raiders celebrate their 12-2 opening

day victory over the Tecumseh Vista Vortex at Aide Knox Arena

Nov. 21.
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For a team that has been

searching for their identity all

season long, the Windsor

Spitfires may have found it.

“We’re the toughest team in

the league.”

Despite losing six of their

last seven games, members of

the Spitfires echoed the state-

ment, culminating in a 3-0

loss to the Plymouth Whalers

Nov. 21. The team racked up

35 minutes in penalties.

With four fighting majors in

addition to

s e v e r a l

r o u g h i n g

m i n o r s

against the

Whalers, the

S p i t f i r e s

have built a

distinct character which Spits

assistant coach Bob Jones

thinks can translate into a

winning identity.

“I think it is part of our team

makeup that we’re tough,”

said Jones. “We got to use

that to our advantage of

course. We have to do it with-

out taking penalties, you

know be the aggressor in the

situations. We have the make-

up of a real hard team.”

For a team that has a recent

history of winning champi-

onships as an offensive-mind-

ed team, the switch to an

aggressive, tough team has

taken some adjustment. The

team has just nine wins in 25

games, forcing Spits general

manager Warren Rychel to

trade skill forward Derek

Schoenmakers and defense-

man Brandon Devlin. In

return they received centre-

man Zach Lorentz and

defenseman Trevor Murphy,

who may be able to play into

their rough-and-tumble style.

What Lorentz and Murphy

will learn early is a philoso-

phy that Spitfires tough guy

Emerson Clark preaches –

stick up for your teammates.

“There is no question we are

the toughest team in the

league,” said

Clark. “We

are just a

bunch of

tough guys

who are not

afraid to, and

will, stick up

for each other.”

Heading into a Nov. 23

matchup against the Owen

Sound Attack, the Spitfires

hope that they can turn their

tough play into a win.

“There is nobody in the

league who can match our

toughness,” said Spitfires

enforcer Ty Bilcke. “That’s

the identity we want. When

opposing teams come into our

arena we want them to know

it isn’t going to be an easy

game for them. We’re going

to battle hard.”

Follow @MNN_KentonWolfe

for all your Spitfires updates.

Spits ‘toughest
team in the league’

The Windsor Spitfires and Plymouth Whalers played a fight-

filled game Nov. 21 at Compuware Arena in Plymouth, Mich.

Before the game, Spitfires forward Emerson Clark said Windsor

is the toughest team in the league. 
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The Spitfires lone win this

week could not have gone any

better.

A day after hometown

defenceman Trevor Murphy

was traded to the Spits, he

beat Saginaw goaltender Jake

Paterson with a one-timer in

the dying minutes of the

game Nov. 23 inside a packed

WFCU Centre. The goal gave

the Spitfires a much-needed

win as it snapped a three-

game losing streak.

“It’s good to come home to

that and find myself to get a

goal,” said Murphy.

After the goal forwards

Kerby Rychel and Sam

Studnicka kept the puck

pinned in the offensive zone

to run down the clock. Rychel

blocked a point shot in the

dying seconds to preserve the

win.

“It was a lot of good desper-

ation,” said Spits head coach

Bob Boughner of Rychel’s

last shift. “Studnicka and

guys like that are blocking

shots and Rychel blocked

some shots. I love that shift in

the last 40 seconds where

they pinned them in there.”

The win came sandwiched

between two tough losses at

the hands of the Plymouth

Whalers and the Kingston

Frontenacs. The Spits could-

n’t get any momentum in the

game in Plymouth as they

were shutout by goaltender

Matt Mahalak.

“Our forecheck wasn’t very

good all night,” said assistant

coach Bob Jones. “When we

did get on the puck we lost a

lot of one-on-one battles

offensively. We turned the

puck over a lot in the neutral

zone and we can’t play these

guys like that.”

After building momentum

with the win against Saginaw,

the Spits lost to the Kingston

Frontenacs Nov. 25. A disas-

trous second period cost the

Spitfires the game.

“We lost the game in the

second and I take a lot of that

upon myself,” said Windsor

forward Josh Ho-Sang. “I was

turning the puck over, I lost a

lot of draws and I think that

affected the team.”

The Spits were the better

team in the third period and

scored two goals to make it a

one-goal game, but the rally

fell short.

“We switched things up in

the third period,” said Ho-

Sang. “If our team plays like

that I think we can compete

with the best teams in the

league.”

The Spits hope the momen-

tum from the third period car-

ries over to the weekend as

they look to string some wins

together against the Barrie

Colts, Kitchener Rangers and

Ottawa 67’s.

Spitfires weekend recap
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Two members of the

Windsor Spitfires cracked the

preliminary rankings released

by the Central Scouting

Bureau for the 2013 NHL

Entry Draft.

The draft, which will be held

at the Prudential Center in

Newark, N.J., will give the 30

NHL franchises a chance to

add the best hockey players

the world has to offer from the

1995 birth year.

Spitfires leading scorer

Kerby Rychel was ranked

third among Ontario Hockey

League skaters, behind Ottawa

67’s centre Sean Monahan and

Soo Greyhounds defenceman

Darnell Nurse. Both Rychel

and Monahan, by virtue of

their late-1994 birthdate, are

considered members of the

’95 class.

“Kerby has that prototypical

NHL style of game,” said

NHL scout Craig Button.

“He’s rambunctious, he’s

physical, he’s determined, he

scores in the really difficult

areas around the net. You can

always count on him … He’s

always going to be a factor in

the game. If you want a player

that’s going to help you win at

the National Hockey League

level, who’s going to be pro-

ductive, and you’re never

going to have to worry about

what you’re going to get on a

game-by-game basis, Kerby

Rychel fits that label 100 per

cent.”

Rookie Jordan DeKort was

ranked fourth among OHL

goaltenders, behind

Mississauga’s Spencer Martin,

Peterborough’s Michael

Giugovaz and Barrie’s Alex

Fortinos. DeKort is still

searching for his first OHL

win after spending the majori-

ty of the 2011-12 season with

the Greater Ontario Junior

Hockey League’s LaSalle

Vipers, the Junior B affiliate

of the Spitfires. He was

Windsor’s second round pick

in the 2011 OHL Priority

Selection.

“One of the hard things with

young goaltenders, especially

ones that haven’t played a lot,

is being able to assess what

you think their potential is,”

Button said. “Certainly Jordan

is a goaltender who has athlet-

ic ability, he has technical

ability in terms of playing the

position and being able to

develop in the position.”

DeKort has played just seven

games this season, serving as

the backup to starter Jaroslav

Pavelka. Button said it is

important for goaltenders like

DeKort to perform well in

practice to earn the trust of the

coaching staff and to impress

scouts.

Spitfires second year for-

ward Jordan Maletta was left

off of CSB’s rankings after a

first season-and-a-half in the

OHL marred by leg and head

injuries. Button said despite

that, Maletta is a player who is

on NHL team’s radars and

once he matures physically

and grows into his 6’3” frame

his stock will rise.

Central Scouting’s next set

of rankings is scheduled to be

released in mid-January.

Two Spits make
the grade
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Windsor Spitfires general

manager Warren Rychel was

not going to sit around while

his team continued to floun-

der.

The Spitfires have lost six of

their last seven games, includ-

ing three straight, and have

been shut out in their last two

games.

Less than 24 hours after

watching his team drop a 3-0

decision at Compuware Arena

in Plymouth, Mich. Rychel

pulled the trigger on a trade

that sent overage forward

Derek Schoenmakers and

defenceman Brandon Devlin

to Peterborough.

In exchange, the Spitfires

receive 19-year-old forward

Zach Lorentz and 17-year-old

defenceman Trevor Murphy.

“You’re getting a younger

defenceman now in Murphy

and if you get a little bit

younger and similar play out

of him it’s a good move for the

future,” said NHL scout Craig

Button. “Moving an overage

player might open up the pos-

sibility to add another overage

player. Lorentz is better served

playing on a team that has a

chance to be successful.

Certainly in Peterborough this

year that hasn’t been the case.

Lorentz can come in and real-

ly give them a little bit of

offence and a little bit of deter-

mination and competitive-

ness.”

The teams will also swap

picks, with Windsor getting

London’s sixth round pick this

year from the Petes and

Peterborough acquiring

Windsor’s sixth round pick in

2014.

Schoenmakers had been

acquired in a preseason trade

with the Sudbury Wolves for

two draft picks. His absence

will leave the Spitfires short

one overage player for the

time being. Brandon Devlin

had been playing primarily on

a pairing with 2012 Calgary

Flames second round draft

pick Patrick Sieloff.

Murphy is a Windsor native

that played for Team Ontario

in last year’s World Under-17

Hockey Challenge held in

Windsor and surrounding

communities. In 83 career

games with the Petes, the

5’10, 173-pound defenceman

posted three goals and 21

assists with 75 penalty min-

utes.

Lorentz is no stranger to the

Spitfires, having spent two

seasons with the Kitchener

Rangers from 2010-2012

before making his way to

Peterborough this season. In

141 career OHL games, the

5’11, 195-pound centre has 30

goals and 23 assists with 36

penalty minutes. He put up

career numbers last season for

the Rangers, with 19 goals and

14 assists in 66 regular season

games and another two goals

and five assists in 16 playoff

games.

“I think this a good trade for

both clubs,” Rychel said.

“Murphy is the key to the deal

for us. He’s a skilled, puck-

moving defenceman. We’re

hoping our coaching staff can

help Trevor realize his full

potential. Zach is a kid we

never liked to play against.

He’ll bring speed to our for-

ward group and he’s a guy

we’d hope to have around for

next year as well.”

Both players are expected to

arrive in Windsor Friday in

time to suit up versus the

Saginaw Spirit.

Spits shake things up

Madison Duggan

Citizen Staff Reporter

In an effort to give back to

the Windsor and Essex com-

munities, the Windsor

Spitfires set up the Windsor

Spitfires Foundation in August

2006.

The primary focus of the

foundation is to support local

children’s charities, however

the Spitfires still welcome all

charities to apply for funds if

they need help.

The Spitfires Foundation

supports the John McGivney

Centre, Victim Services of

Windsor and Essex County

and Windsor Regional

Hospital.

Last month, Windsor

Spitfires captain Saverio

Posa, 20, made a trip to Hotel-

Dieu Grace Hospital to sign

autographs and talk to sick

kids.

“I wouldn’t be where I am

today without my supporters.

Playing hockey is my passion

and it’s amazing to see how

Windsor supports us,” said

Posa. “I love doing my part in

the community and the smile

on these children’s faces

makes it that much more

rewarding.”

The Spitfires contiune to

help the community in various

ways to make a difference.

“The Spits have always been

a great help to me when it

came to prize donations,” said

Maureen Parent, 49, a breast

cancer survivor who has

annual fundraisers for the

Canadian Cancer Society.

“The box suite donation prize

was something so much more

than I ever expected.”

The foundation supplies

hockey equipment and covers

registration fees for children

who could not otherwise par-

ticipate in the sport.

“The Spits have donated

their time and merchandise to

many more organizations,

charities and fundraising

events all in favour of the

greater good,” said Parent.

For more information on the

Spitfires Foundation, or chari-

table opportunities, contact

Shannon Ricker at

sricker@bowesnet.com.

Windsor Spitfires give
back to community
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Richard Dawes

Citizen Staff Reporter

Colorado and Washington

State have legalized the pos-

session and sale of up to one

ounce of marijuana for recre-

ational use  for people 21-

years-of-age and older, but

Canadians shouldn’t expect to

see the sticky green bud for

sale here anytime soon.

With 54 per cent of voters

saying yes to Amendment 64

in one state, and 55 per cent

saying yes to Initiative

Measure No. 502 in the other,

Nov. 6 marked the end of pot

prohibition by state constitu-

tion for the first time in the

United States. The Canadian

federal government has no

plans to visit the issue of

decriminalization, according

to Essex Conservative MP

Jeff Watson.

Amendment 64 is a change

to the Colorado state constitu-

tion meaning that adults 21 or

older can possess and pur-

chase up to an ounce of mari-

juana from regulated retailers.

Public use is still illegal but

adults can grow up to six

plants at home. Around 1.8

million people voted on the

amendment according to the

Colorado Secretary of State’s

office.

I-502 is Washington’s move-

ment to also legalize posses-

sion and sale of up to an

ounce of marijuana for adults

21 and older. A new policy for

“drugged driving” was set for

the state as well.

Even though both initiatives

passed at the state level, mari-

juana is still considered a

schedule one drug that has

high potential for abuse and

no recognized medical use,

according to the United States

Drug Enforcement

Administration. Therefore it

is still considered prohibited

by the US federal govern-

ment.

As it stands, medicinal mar-

ijuana is permitted in Canada

under specific guidelines. The

Government of Canada web-

site states “Health Canada

does not advocate the legal-

ization of marihuana.

Marihuana remains an illegal

and controlled substance, sim-

ilar to other controlled prod-

Legalized  Cannabis not
an option for Canadians

ucts. Unlawful possession is a

criminal offence.”

Specializing in addiction

treatment in Windsor, the Erie

St. Clair Clinic Centre of

Excellence in Addiction

Medicine helps people who

are addicted to alcohol, opi-

ates, stimulants, amphetamine

and cocaine. Dr. Anthony

Hammer said they rarely treat

addiction to marijuana.

“The reason is that true

(marijuana) addiction is very

unusual. It does happen but

it’s uncommon. In relation to

legal drugs, nicotine, ciga-

rettes and alcohol, it’s a rela-

tively minor health hazard

compared to those,” said

Hammer.

Despite the lower hazard,

Hammer still has issues with

medicinal marijuana. He said

the paperwork is a hassle.

“In general I don’t recom-

mend it for pain management

or nausea management

because while I accept there

are deserving cases for the

purpose of which it has been

approved, I really don’t want

to spend my time sorting out

the worthy cases from the

people who are just looking

for a substitute for their

habit,” said Hammer. He has

made only two exceptions to

this in his entire career.

“If they are already my

patients then fair enough, but

there are so many people out

there who I can’t tell if they’re

looking for a genuine medical

application of it or if they are

just subsidizing a hobby,”

Hammer said.

The reputation of medicinal

marijuana in Windsor depends

on the physician said

Hammer. He doesn’t view

marijuana as an effective way

to treat patients because he

said there are more efficient

ways to treat the same symp-

toms already on the market.

People have even told him

that the marijuana product

provided by the government is

very low quality compared to

what is grown in the Southern

Ontario region.

The Canadian Alcohol and

Drug Use Monitoring Survey

is an ongoing study of alcohol

and illicit drug use. A 2010

survey conducted with 13,615

respondents across 10

provinces reported 41.5 per

cent have used marijuana at

some point in their lifetime. If

Canada was to consider legal-

ization similar to the states,

Hammer said he would expect

an increase in the usage of the

substance by the general pop-

ulation of about five-10 per

cent.

“Is that a bad thing? I don’t

know. Should we compare it

to a five per cent increase in

alcohol or cigarettes, it’s not

significant in terms of the

adverse health effects,” said

Hammer.

Eligible medicinal marijua-

na patients make up two cate-

gories according to Health

Canada. The first group’s use

of marijuana is considered

compassionate end-of-life

care. Even if the patient must

use oxygen or cannot inhale

smoke, the dried plant can be

heated and combined with

butter or oils for consuming.

The second group requires a

specialist’s recommendation

to obtain the drug along with a

statement saying conventional

treatments failed.

A Windsor artist fell into

category number two when

his doctor took him off opi-

ates for pain relief and recom-

mended him for medicinal

marijuana. A painter by trade,

life-like water color and oil

paintings fill the walls of his

front room top to bottom.  The

man, who wished to remain

anonymous due to his ongo-

ing community contributions,

has been using marijuana to

treat the symptoms of lupus,

Hodgkin’s disease and what

he described as severe sclero-

derma. The combined symp-

toms of these three conditions

include inflammation,

swelling, joint pain and tissue

damage caused by his

immune system being unable

to differentiate between

healthy cells and damaged

cells.

“I lived in a hospital for a

long time and was under mor-

phine drip,” he said. “In a

hospital it’s bearable but tak-

ing morphine outside through

pills, just plain hell. I found it

to be another pain to suffer,

believe it or not. First your

stomach doesn’t work right,

you can’t urinate. You feel

like you’re made of cement.”

On his left was a desk. Tools

such as paintbrushes, a metre

stick and scissors were strewn

across it. To his right a small

grinder containing a few mar-

ijuana buds.

The man smokes nearly a

gram of marijuana a day and

said it makes it possible for

him carry on with his life. He

said using marijuana does not

affect his memory, logic or

speech patterns.

“I have to admit that mari-

juana does not take the pain

away like morphine. But mor-

phine takes everything away

with it, even your judgment.

What marijuana does do is it

permits me to pay attention to

something else which then

makes the pain horizon.

That’s my word for it. It per-

mits me not to focus on the

pain,” he said.

According to the RCMP,

nearly two million marijuana

plants were seized last year in

Canada.

A local artist holds his marijuana pipe in his home Nov. 14. The man began medicating with mar-

ijuana after discontinuing opiate use to treat the symptoms of lupus, Hodgkin’s disease and severe

scleroderma. 

Photo by  Richard Dawes

“ “

in general, i don’t

recommend it For pain

management or nausea

management...

- dr. anthony hammer
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Windsor-based auto customs
shop Xcentrick Autosports has
been working on a customer’s
1950 Mercury for a little over
a year.

Chris Darmon, one of the
head mechanics and co-own-
ers at Xcentrick said the vehi-
cle, which is the most expen-
sive he’s ever built, will be
done in about two months.

“As the car sits it’s actually
appraised for over $200,000
and it’ll be worth almost
$300,000 by the time it’s
done,” Darmon said. ”It’ll be
about 13 months start to finish
for it to be built.”

The rare car is completely
bespoke. The roof has been
chopped six inches and the
interior will be totally custom
featuring up to date features

from modern cars.
“It’s a hand built interior, the

seats are out of a 2012
Cadillac CTS that we’ve cut
down and made fit to the car,
because we’ve cut six inches
off the roof,” said Darmon.
“It’s got Ford backup sensors
and a Ford backup camera,
cause with the six inch chop
once your sitting In the car
you really cant see much.”

Nothing on the vehicle has
been left from the original
1950 Mercury. Although the
budget started fairly low, it has
since been increased once
Darmon and the client started
talking about ideas. Although
they were originally going to
go with an older Chevrolet
V8, they’ve opted for a more
up to date engine.

“The motor started out as a
basic small block 350 Chevy
and then we started playing

Local shop creates
custom $250,000 car Maciejka Gorzelnik

Citizen Staff Reporter

Holiday shopping was in full

swing Nov. 16-17 as

Windsorites made their way

through Walkerville Brewery

purchasing handmade goods

at Made in Windsor’s holiday

craft sale.

Approximately 2,000 people

and over 40 local vendors

were in attendance throughout

the weekend for the free event.

All items for sale were hand-

made locally ranging from

soap to photo prints, original

artwork to clothing.

With humble beginnings in

the basement of the Windsor

Public Library, Made in

Windsor is now celebrating its

seventh year as a community

of crafters. Organizer

Christine Rideout-Arkell said

this year it feels as though

they’ve come full circle.

“We started with a craft

show. I had a store for a little

while, I’ve done some outdoor

craft markets on the week-

ends, popup events and now

we’re doing a craft show yet

again,” said Rideout-Arkell. “I

remember the days when I

was first starting and had to

beg people to join, now we

actually had to turn away

about 25 vendors because of

limited space.”

The newly renovated 18,000

sq. ft. brewery may be limited

for space but co-owner of

Walkerville Brewery Chris

Ryan said it’s a unique fit for

the event.

“It’s Made in Windsor and

we’re made in Windsor,” said

Ryan. “Our intentions were to

be a part of the community

fabric. This event is a great

example of the diversification

of things you can do with the

brewery. It doesn’t always

have to be beer and heavy

drinking.”

The craft sale was held in

conjunction with Walkerville’s

annual Holiday Walk.

Supporter of the local arts

scene Jeffery Kerr said he was

doing the Holiday Walk with

his wife when they noticed

this event and decided to stop

in.

“We go to as many events

like this as we can. It’s really

wonderful,” said Kerr.

Rideout-Arkell said she did

not expect so many people to

show up but the venue and the

walk helped in spreading the

word.

“This is huge,” said Rideout-

Arkell. “It’s the entire neigh-

borhood working together.”

Made in Windsor

around with our options and
now it’s a brand new 2012
Corvette LS3, we started just
doing our own thing,” Darmon
said. “This car started with
about an $85,000 budget and
now the budgets been com-
pletely taken off and its what-
ever it takes to finish the car.”

The customer is a wealthy
Revelstoke, B.C. man, whom
Chris contacts almost every-
day. They discuss ideas for
custom work, troubleshooting,
and the progress of the vehi-
cle. Although the car’s body is
currently covered in primer,
it’s nearing its completion date
and will be hand delivered to
British Columbia for the cus-
tomer.

“I’ve actually only met the
gentleman once,” said
Darmon. “He flew out about
six months into the build just
to say hi. I talk to him daily
though, I send him pictures
two to three times a week, I
talk to him at least once a day
on the phone and we go back
and forth bouncing ideas off
each other.”

Although Xcentrick
Autosports will do full
restorations and custom
builds, Darmon said this is the
most extreme car he’s built so
far. Between the modern
engine and electrical compo-
nents, as well as a full air ride
suspension, the car is
extremely advanced com-
pared to what is normally
done at Xcentrick.

“This car here is pretty
much a prototype, so this is a
little bit more wild than some-
thing we would normally do.”

Chris Darmon, part owner and operator of Xcentrick

Autosports in Windsor stands next to a customer’s 1950

Mercury project car Nov. 21. 

Photo by Samuel McEachern

Out Graffiti campaign operat-

ed by St. Leonard’s House, a

member agency of the United

Way.

A private contractor, part-

nered with the Good

Neighbour program, goes door

to door and provides free

labour if the property owner

agrees to provide the paint for

the removal.

“If the businesses refuse to

cooperate for a fair amount of

time then we can charge them

under the property standard

bylaw,” said Halberstadt.

He said lending assistance to

property owners is the most

effective strategy for Windsor.

“There’s a graffiti issue pret-

ty much everywhere … it does

sort of peak and valley quite a

bit over the years,” Barry

Horrobin, director of planning

and physical resources for

Windsor Police Service.

Horrobin is recognized as an

expert in the field of crime

prevention through environ-

mental design. He said he has

seen a decrease in graffiti van-

dalism in the city.

“The key to graffiti is how

fast the affected property

owner cleans it up,” said

Horrobin. “Two weeks is an

eternity for a big ugly tag,

graffiti tag, to be on your

building in your neighbour-

hood.”

He said by not removing the

graffiti quickly the act of van-

dalism is tolerated and does

nothing to prevent the behav-

iour from continuing.

“I don’t care how beautiful it

is, if you didn’t get consent

from the property owner,

that’s graffiti, that’s tagging,

that’s not right,” said

Horrobin.

A local graffiti artist who

goes by the pseudonym Smile

said he understands the risks

involved in his work, but

won’t let it deter him from

sharing his art with

Windsorites.

“My work all consists of the

word/motif of ‘SMILE’ which

is meant to have a positive

impact on the area,” said

Smile in an e-mail. “Opposed

to traditional graffiti with tags

or some sort of gang connota-

tion.”

Smile displays his graffiti on

public buildings or high expo-

sure areas “usually near main

roads, intersections or places

with busy foot traffic” as well

as abandoned or derelict

buildings.
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15 minutes to impress the

judges.

Emerald Seas’ vocalist

Samantha Breault said the

rush of adrenaline she gets

before getting up on stage

keeps her going.

“Getting a lot of energy

from the crowd really pumps

you up. It felt really good. It’s

a good time for people to lis-

ten to you,” said Breault.

Following the performances

the judges deliberated and

added up their scores

announcing Emerald Seas as

the winner of this year’s com-

petition.

Prior to the announcement

the band’s guitarist Justin

Dow said he thanks St. Clair

for the opportunity to partici-

pate.
“This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity for local bands to gain
exposure and learn a lot about
being professional and what
its like to be in the music busi-
ness,” said Dow.

Emerald Seas will be
advancing to the next round of
the battle held in St.
Catharines at Brock
University in spring 2013.

In a 24-hour period spanning

Nov. 22-23, windsor Police

service:

-answered 290 calls to 911

-Responded to 91 calls requir-

ing police attendance

-Issued 54 tickets for provin-

cial offences

-arrested and lodged 14 pris-

oners

Police were dispatched to

1535 Ottawa st. the afternoon

of Nov. 22 for a reported rob-

bery.

a man described as being in

his early 20s, standing 5’7”-

5’8” with a thin build entered

Ottawa street Pharmacy carry-

ing a plastic bag and a small

pocket knife.

“He wanted narcotics,” said

pharmacist Nader samaan.

The robber reportedly left on

foot with a small amount of

drugs.

He was not working at the

time, but samaan said the

pharmacist whom the man

confronted tried to calm him.

samaan has worked at the

pharmacy on Ottawa street for

“a couple years” and said the

store has been robbed once or

twice before in his time there.

Police continue to search for

a suspect.

- Rob Benneian

police Blotter
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